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EXDIS 
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TAGS: PINS 

SUBJECT: KAGNEW FOUR 

REF: (A) BEIRUT 1 1804; (B) STATE 226185 

1. DEPARTMENT IS OF COURSE ANXIOUS TO OBTAIN MAXIMUM 
POSSIBLE MILEAGE FROM WEBSTER'S MEETING WITH HOSTAGES AND 
THEIR CAPTORS TOWARD FORMER'S EARLY, SAFE RELEASE. OB- 
VIOUSLY IT IS IMPORTANT THAT WEBSTER NEITHER BE, NOR PORTRAY 
HIMSELF AS, A USG INTERMEDIARY, EVEN IF HE WERE PREPARED TO 
SERVE AS SUCH. NEVERTHELESS, WHICHEVER EMBASSY IS NOW BEST 
ABLE TO REACH HIM SHOULD INFORM WEBSTER OF OUR HOPE THAT 
AS A RESULT OF HIS PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES IN ERITREA, 
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AND HIS ASSUMED CONCERN AS A FELLOW AMERICAN FOR HOSTAGES’ 
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SAFE RELEASE, HE WILL EMERGE WITH, AND BE PREPARED TO CON- 
VEY TO 'THE USG, THE FOLLOWING PRINCIPAL INFOR7ATION: 

A. THE IDENTITY OF THE GROUP OR GROUPS HOLDING KAGNEW 
FOUR; 

B. THE PHYSICAL AND MENTAL STATE OF THE HOSTAGES; 

C. WEBSTER’S PERSONAL VIEWS ON WHAT MAY BE REQUIRED 
TO SECURE THEIR SAFE RELEASE; AND 

D. THE BEST PRACTICABLE INFORMATION ON THEIR LO- 
CATION, AND ON WHETHER THEY ARE LIKELY TO CONTINUE TO BE 
HELD THERE OR MOVED. 

2. WEBSTER SHOULD BE FURTHER INFORMED THAT USG WILL BE 
MOST GRATEFUL IF HE COULD FIND OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE THE 
FOLLOWING POINTS IN DISCUSSION WITH THE CAPTORS, MAKING 
UNEQUIVOCALLY CLEAR TO THEM THAT HE IS SPEAKING IN HIS 
PERSONAL CAPACITY ONLY: 

A. THAT THE SENTIMENTS EXPRESSED BY THE FAMILIES 

IN THEIR MESSAGES ARE BROADLY SHARED BY THE AMERICAN 
PUBLIC, WHICH IS CLOSELY FOLLOWING THE CASE IN THE MEDIA; 

B. THAT THE PUBLIC IS DEMONSTRATING THROUGH ITS 
REPRESENTATIVES IN CONGRESS AND IN OTHER WAYS INCREASING 
IMPATIENCE, DISILLUSIONMENT AND ANTAGONISM TOWARD THE 
ERITREAN INDEPENDENCE GROUPS BECAUSE OF THEIR CONTINUED 
HOLDING OF. AND THREATS CONCERNING, THESE INNOCENT 
AMERICANS; 

C. THAT THE CONTINUED DETENTION OF THE CAPTIVES IS 

IN HIS JUDGMENT A TACTICAL E;ROR, BECAUSE OF THE ADVERSE 
EFFECT IT IS HAVING ON THE ATTITUDES OF AMERICANS AND 
OTHERS TOWARD THE ERITREAN INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENT; AND 

D. THAT IN LIGHT OF ALL THESE FACTORS AND OF THE 
HUMANITARIAN IMPULSES WHICH HE IS CONFIDENTTHE CAPTORS 
FEEL, HE SINCERELY HOPES AND URGES THEY WILL ALLOW THE 
HOSTAGES TO RETURN WITH HIM, OR BE OTHERWISE RELEASED, 
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TO THEIR ANXIOUSLY WAITING FAMILIES. 

3. IF THE CAPTORS PROVE UNRESPONSIVE TO THESE ARGUMENTS, 
WE HOPE WEBSTER WILL INFORM THEM THAT HE IS PREPARED TO 
CARRY BACK WITH HIM ANY 

PERSONAL LETTERS WHICH THE CAPTIVES 
WILL PRESUMABLY WISH TO ENTRUST TO HIM. 
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4. IF THE CAPTORS REFER TO THE EARLIER PUBLICIZED DEMANDS 
(ASMARA 798), AND POSSIBLY REITERATE THE OCTOBER 3 
DEADLINE, IT IS HOPED WEBSTER WILL CONFINE HIS RESPONSE 
TO INDICATING THAT THE PUBLIC REACTION TO THESE REPORTED 
DEMANDS (AND DEADLINE) IN THE US WAS STRONGLY ADVERSE; 
THAT THE CAPTORS SHOULD IN THE INTEREST OF COMMON 
HUMANITY 

ALLOW THE CAPTIVES TO LEAVE WITH HIM OR OTHERWISE BE 
RELEASED; BUT THAT BEYOND THIS HE HAS NO KNOWLEDGE OR 
COMMENT. 

5. IF THE CAPTORS SEEK CLARIFICATION OF THE USG'S 
TERRORISM POLICIES, IT IS HOPED WEBSTER WILL CONFINE HIS 
RESPONSE TO THE STATEMENT THAT THE USG MUST SPEAK FOR IT- 
SELF AND THAT THE IMPORTANT THING IN HIS VIEW IS FOR THE 
CAPTORS TO UNDERSTAND THE AMERICAN PUBLIC S MOUNTING 
RESENTMENT AND IMPATIENCE OVER THIS CALLOUS AND POINTLESS 
ABUDCTION OF FOUR INNOCENT AMERICAN CITIZENS. ONLY THE 
FOUR’S PROMPT, SAFE RELEASE CAN REVERSE THIS ATTITUDE. 

6. FOR ADDIS: WHILE WE HAVE NO OBJECTION TO EMBASSY'S 
INFORMING EPMG OF WEBSTER’S VISIT, IF AMBASSADOR DEEMS IT 
WISE, EPMG SHOULD NOT BE ADVISED OF CONTENTS OF THIS 
MESSAGE, SINCE WHATEVER ACTION WEBSTER TAKES IN RESPONSE 
TO OUR REQUESTS WILL BE HIS OWN DECISION. 

7. FOR ADDIS: APPRECIATE EMBASSY REVIEW OF ACTION EPMG 
HAS TAKEN TO DATE TO SECURE RELEASE OF KAGNEW FOUR, 

WITHIN AGREED REQUIREMENT TO AVOID MEASURES WHICH WOULD 
JEOPARDIZE HOSTAGES' SAFETY. ALSO REQUEST EMBASSY'S 
FRANK ASSESSMENT OF EPMG’S FUTURE INTEREST IN AND EFFORTS 
FOR KAGNEW FOUR'S RELEASE, STARTING WITH EFFORTS TO 
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ESTABLISH DIRECT OR INDIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH ABDUCTORS. 
ROBINSON 
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